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Time for Churches of Christ to
Fellowship Other Groups? [Part 1]
This is a hard post to write. I realize what I’m about to say may
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fact, I believe there is no greater issue facing the church today.

Sunday:
9:30 a.m. Bible Class
10:30 a.m. WORSHIP
1:00 p.m. WORSHIP

There are many who charge those in churches of Christ of
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be misunderstood or misconstrued. But as difficult as it is to
find the right words, this is something that must be said. In

being arrogant because – for the most part – we will not
fellowship those outside “our group.” They suggest it is time
for churches of Christ to admit we are just another
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denomination, embrace other groups, and say, “We’re all
headed to the same place; we’re just taking different roads to
get there.”
This ecumenical push concerns me for many reasons. While I
certainly cannot speak for anyone but myself, I have three
questions for those who suggest we should fellowship every
person who claims to be a Christian:
1. Shall We Abandon Logic?
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One of the fundamental laws of logic is “the law of
noncontradiction.” This “law” helps us understand that
something cannot be true and not true at the same time. In ...
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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... other words, when a religious doctrine says something is true and another
religious doctrine says that same thing is not true, they cannot both be right.
Someone must be wrong. In the religious world today, we have thousands of
contradictory doctrines. ... In order for us to believe every religious group is right,
we would have to accept that religious doctrines could be true and not true at the
same time. That’s simply illogical. So as politically incorrect as it may be, someone
must be wrong.
Take for instance the fundamental issue of baptism. I teach that baptism is “for the
forgiveness of sins” (Acts 2:38), that baptism - in a sense – “saves you” (1 Peter
3:21), and that baptism is the moment at which sins are washed away (Acts 22:16).
But the vast majority of the religious world disagrees. They say baptism isnot for
the forgiveness of sins and that it has nothing to do with salvation. The law of
noncontradiction helps us to understand that we can’t both be right; one of us has
to be wrong.
Therefore, it would be illogical for me to teach that a person becomes a Christian
when he is baptized for the forgiveness of sins and yet embrace, as my brother,
someone who rejects being baptized for the forgiveness of sins. In embracing him
in fellowship, I would essentially be holding to two contradictory doctrines at the
same time.
2. Shall We Abandon Convictions?
Those who tell me churches of Christ must fellowship other groups say it is a
matter of humility. They say we are being arrogant for not embracing everyone.
“How dare you,” they say, “assume you are right and other people are wrong.” But
doesn’t everyone assume their own position is right and that contradictory
positions are wrong? Isn’t that what it means to be a person of conviction; to be
confident that what you believe is true?

A person can be both confident and humble at the same time. You see, it is my
conviction that a person who is not baptized for the forgiveness of his sins is not
yet a Christian. I suppose I could be wrong about that. I have been proven wrong
before and I’ll most likely be proven wrong about something again. But until
someone can prove to me why my convictions are false, I have no choice but to
stand boldly and confidentially upon them.
It seems it is becoming more and more popular to lack conviction and encourage
others – under the guise of humility - to abandon their convictions as well. Is that
really what God wants us to do? Does He really want us to be a people with no
conviction? Does He want us to believe that Truth is unknowable; or worse, that
there is no such thing as absolute Truth? Of course not.
God wants us to be a people who are anchored in Truth. He wants us to be a
people who are bold and confident; without being arrogant or haughty. He does
not want us to be “tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind
of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14). I’m humble enough to admit my position might be
wrong, but not so lacking in conviction as to assume it couldn’t possibly be right.
[Editor’s note: Part 2 next week!]
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4. August 23: Memphis Redbirds Game
! Not just for youth; for all ages!
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2. July 25 – 26: Southaven Youth Rally ! !
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6. September 27: Memphis Zoo Trip
! Also for all ages!
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Seth Daniel, taking medication equivalent to chemo,
which causes great fatigue and sickness, medication
ending October, positive prognosis; Several traveling for
missions and vacations; Wiley & Betty Tuggle; Helen
Bowman.

Independence VBS -- July 21 – 23
7 – 8:30 each night
Southaven Youth Rally -- July 25 – 26
Angel Wedding Reception -- July 26
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Come & Go 2 – 4, See invitation on bulletin board

POWER Lectureship at Southaven
July 27 – 31, See schedule on bulletin board
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returned, receiving treatments; Amanda Cummings,
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