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Peacemakers
I doubt that any of us would consider ourselves violent
people. To my knowledge none of us is wanted by the

VISITORS,
WELCOME!

authorities for committing a violent crime. It is not within our
realm of expectation to have a bomb explode in our town
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square because it was put there by a religious fanatic. And yet
we see on the news on a daily basis those who commit such
heinous acts in the name of their “god.” There are people
blowing up buildings, cars, their enemies, and worst of all,
themselves because they have been led to believe that that
action will get them into Paradise. How eternally sad.
Jesus Christ brought a message of peace, physical peace.
“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my
kingdom not from hence. (John 18:36)” Jesus never
advocated physical aggression toward an enemy, in fact, he
taught just the opposite. “But I say unto you, That ye resist
not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other also. (Mat. 5:39)” Our commission from
the Lord does not involve going into all the world and making
mincemeat of all our enemies, it involves going into all the
world and making disciples of all men. And yet, at the same
time, Jesus did come to wage a war. “Think not that I am...
This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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...come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am
come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her
mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes
shall be they of his own household. (Mat. 10:34-36)” We are instructed to be
soldiers (2 Tim. 2:3-4), wearing the armor of God (Eph. 6:10-18), involved in
warfare (1 Tim. 1:18). But what we and all men must understand is that God’s war
is not physical, it is a spiritual war. We seek to cause conflict within the spirits of
men while remaining at peace with them physically. “For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds. (2 Cor. 10:4)” The good news for all mankind is that the outcome of
the spiritual war is already decided - God has triumphed over Satan! But every
man must determine the outcome of his personal battle.
God has given to us the means by which we might all have peace - His only
begotten Son. Obedience to God through His Son Jesus Christ results in the
peace that passes understanding (Phi. 4:7). This is the peace that all men need.
This is the peace that would revolutionize the world. This is the peace that
Christians in the first century had that allowed them to face persecution to the
point of death. This is the peace that caused Stephen’s face to shine like an
angel’s (Acts 6:15). Peace is a state of mind, not a state of a nation.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus promises happiness (blessedness) to those
who are involved in making peace (Mat. 5:9). His main meaning is spiritual
peace. Jesus is stating that those who bring peace into the hearts of others will
find a happiness that is akin to the happiness saved for the poor in spirit, the
mourning, the meek, the righteously hungry, and the pure. The peacemakers to
which Jesus is referring are those who are involved in teaching others the Gospel.
It falls to Gospel teachers to be called the children of God.
There was a group of Jews in Jesus’ day who were devoted to making war with
the ruling power, Rome. These Jews were called the Zealots. The
Zealots... ...wanted to reestablish Jewish independence and they were more than
willing to use violent force to accomplish their desires. One of Jesus’ own...

...apostles came from this group. Simon was a Zealot (Mat. 10:4 - “Canaanite”
should be “Zealot”). It might not be too much of a stretch to refer to the Zealots
as a terrorist organization. Most of Jesus’ audience on this day would have taken
this statement as a sign of disapproval of the Zealots’ tactics. Even if his hearers
took the meaning of this statement no further than its application to the Zealots,
it would have had profound impact on the nation. In this, his first and greatest
sermon, Jesus makes it known on which side of the matter of a violent revolution
he would fall. He would chose the side that used peaceful tactics.
The Jews all saw themselves as children of Abraham, the inheritors of the
promise (John 8; cf. Gen. 12:1-3). But Jesus transits through the lineage of
Abraham to equate peacemakers with children of God. His audience already
thought of themselves as children of God, more importantly to them they were
children of Abraham. Jesus puts their focus back on their proper Father.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus asserts himself as a spiritual, peaceable,
submissive leader. If any will follow him they must take on the same qualities. He
is teaching the Jews a new (and yet old) way of fulfilling their obligations to God.
Making peace is what qualifies one to be a child of God. Peace starts within a
person’s heart, then spreads from his heart to his hands, then from his hands to
the hands and hearts of others. When a peaceable follower of Christ is fighting
the good fight, and warring the good warfare, then he knows he will have victory
as a true child of God.
-Written by David Dixon, gospel preacher working with the
Warm Springs Road church of Christ in Columbus, GA
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