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The Indestructible Bible
by A. G. Freed
The Bible is the oldest book the world has. It antedates the Chinese bible.
It has come down to us through the ages. Its enemies have sought to
destroy it. Its pages are stained with the blood of martyrs. Empires,
kingdoms and states have crumbled around it. How do you account for
the Bible surviving the wreck of time? The answer is that God is with it
and in it.
It was Mears who said, "The lyric poetry of the Hebrews was in its
golden age nearly a thousand years before the birth of Horace. Deborah
sang a model of a triumphant song full five hundred years before Sappho
was born. The book of Esther was a venerable fragment of biography,
more strange thanfiction, at least twelve hundred years old at the dawn of
the romantic literature of Europe. The proverbs of Solomon are by eight
hundred years more ancient than the writings of Seneca."
Though it has been exploded, demolished, and made ready for the grave
countless times, it goes on its triumphant way, giving light, hope, and
salvation to unnumbered millions in many lands and many tongues.
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This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you... (1 John 1:5).
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The Bible
by D. Gene West
This writer has now spent more than forty-five years of his life studying the Bible. He
does not feel that he knows all there is to know about the great and grand book, but
with each year of study his love and appreciation for the sacred volume has grown. One
of the things that disturbs people who have studied the Bible over a long period of time
is the fact that it is no longer the center of study and discussion, even for religious
people, in our time. There was a time when almost every politician, when making
speeches, would make references to the Bible. Sometimes these references were taken
out of context, yet the Bible was held in reverence and was respected as the source
book for religion and morals. But that time no longer exists, and we have such hard and
callus organizations as the ACLU who work actively to remove every vestige of the
Bible from anything that has anything to do with the political in the U.S. Many children
are growing up today having never seen the Book of Books. For this reason we think
that it is appropriate that we look at some simple facts about the Bible.
The Bible is not a textbook on science, yet when it speaks scientifically it does so in a
very accurate way. For example, when Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan in
Luke 10:25-37, he mentioned almost in passing that the man who was robbed went
from Jerusalem down to Jericho. Jericho actually lay to the north and east of Jerusalem,
so why did the Lord not say that the man went from Jerusalem up to Jericho? Because
when one stands in the city of Jerusalem he is standing on a high mountain, and though
he is traveling north in going to Jericho he is actually descending so far as sea level is
concerned! So, the scientific truth of the matter is that one goes down from Jerusalem
to Jericho! There are dozens of other instances in the Bible that show equally well that
the Bible is scientifically correct though it is not a textbook on science.
A second example may be found in the 17th chapter of the Book of Acts. Here the
Apostle Paul delivered an address to the Areopagus on Mars Hill in Athens. He was
speaking to the most elite philosophers in the world at that time. Among the many things
that Paul had to say to these men regarding God was that "...He has made from one
blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth..." Since it was not until
the first third of the 20th Century that men learned that the blood of all human beings is
alike, and that it is different from the blood of animals so that cross-transfusions
between men and animals cannot take place without death resulting, how does one
explain the Bible truth that there is but one blood for all the men of the earth? Blood

transfused from the body of one man who is of one race does not in any way interfere
with the race, capabilities or characteristics of the person receiving the blood. Why is
that true? Because human beings are all of one blood which when properly typed and
cross-matched can be transfused into another human without fear of damage, unless,
of course, the blood is contaminated. When the Bible speaks scientifically, its words are
scientifically accurate.
By the same token, the Bible is not a handbook on history, although it contains a great
deal of history of how God has dealt with his people down through the ages. When it
speaks of historical events, it does so in a very accurate way. In the portion of the Bible
called the Old Testament, we find listed, sometimes according to Hebrew spelling, the
names of various kings and emperors of the world outside the country of Israel. When
we find the Bible using these names, such as that of Nebuchadnezzar and EvilMerodach, we find the Bible assigning them to the times in which they really lived, not
any earlier and not any later. When the archeologists do their work in digging in the
ruins of the civilizations of the near-eastern world they find secular records that prove to
the secular mind that these kings and emperors, such as the ones mentioned, were
where the Bible says they were when the Bible says they were there. The Bible is
historically accurate!
Secular "scholars" do their very best to discredit the Bible historically, but to this very
date they have never been able to do so. Every evidence that comes to light upon
which the Bible has anything to say is evidence which says, "The Bible is right." Why,
then, do men continue to criticize the Bible and ridicule it? Because, if the Bible is what
it claims to be, it has the right, because it is the Word of God, to regulate the life of
every person upon the face of the earth. Many people do not wish to have anything or
anyone around to tell them what they must do, but the day is coming when they must
answer for what they have done in this life.
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Sermon Review
The Greatest Institution
(Ephesians 3:8–11)

I.
II.
III.
IV.

Eternally Purposed (11)
Divinely Displayed (10)
Perfectly United (9)
Most Highly Priced (8)

Faith

(Hebrews 11:1)

I. Different Definitions of Faith
II. A Deeper Look at our Faith
III. Ways to Develop our Faith

News & Notes
Please Pray
Elizabeth Baker, battling sinus problems.
Wiley & Betty Tuggle, Wiley has been battling an
infection, but is beginning to feel better.
Nora Boling, was able to come home Thursday, but
is on oxygen, hospice, and an antibiotic.
Sue Cobern; Herbert & Helen Bowman
OpenDoor Ministry
Fishers of Men
Far East Missions

Get Involved!
Room Booking for Creation Museum Trip
Book by Jan 27th and let Jeffrey know by then
so that he can have a head count in order
to make other arrangements.
Standing in the Gap Lectureship at Nesbit
January 25-27; Theme: “Biblical Love”
See Flyer on Bulletin Board for Schedule of
Lessons and Speakers

Family & Friends
Sunday Afternoon for the Savior -- Feb 3
Winchester family, in loss of Gema; Beverly Hays
Bible Bowl -- Feb 9
and family, in loss of her sister Carole Vernier;
Genesis 7 – 9
Frederick Bland; David Angel, heart cath went
well; Clyde Pruiett, Jeffrey’s grandfather; Greg
Myers, Krystal’s father, to have back surgery in near
Privileged to Serve
future for major back problems; Kenneth Webb,
Krystal’s grandfather, to undergo treatment for Sunday, January 20
melanoma that has spread; Jerry Price, husband of
Morning
Molly’s assistant, has brain tumor; Terry Hawkins;
Prayer Before Class
Timothy Wilkes, Sr.
Barbara Denton, friend of Molly, stage 3 cervical
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cancer.
Brigman Family; Janice Jenkins, coLord’s Supper:
worker to Beverly Hayes, rare form of cancer. Carla
Preside
Ron Johnson
Carlson and her battle with cancer; Matthew
Seth Daniel
Canada; Wes, brother of Deb Peeler, cancer; Doris
Assist
Joe Owen
Easley; Curtis A. Cates; Eli Williams; Ray
Dalton Owen
Opening Prayer
Andy Ratliff
M a p l e s ; Wa y n e C o l l i n s w o r t h ; A n d r e w
Sermon
Clifton Angel
Hagewood; Janie Brister; Chuck Tharp; Renee
Closing Prayer
Jeremy Moore
Loya; Aubree Harris; Virginia Mayfield; Peyton
Afternoon
Harville; Bob Spurlin; David Bragg.
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Milba Sutton
Cash Jackson
Mindy Moore
Tucker Johnson
Claire Easley
Elizabeth Baker
Jeffery Ferrell
Stephanie Bayless
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